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PINNACLE
AWARD
WINNERS

These 10 women have 850 MAGAZINE IS PROUD TO PRESENT the 2015 winners of the
earned their stripes in Pinnacle Award, an honor designed to shine the spotlight on women in
business and life our region who have set high standards for themselves and exceeded

them, who are a moving force in private business and nonprofit
organizalions thal help the needy in our sociely, and who promote their
communities.

From a leader of one of the largest credit unions in Florida to a CEO who
helps build houses for those in need, they're moving forces in business and
the community, A-listers with A-plus personalities who face challenges
head on and are determined to make their world a better place.,

As a group, our honorees are optimistic, energetic and goal oriented,
filled with a can-do attitude. Their professions cover a wide range of
fields, from banking to health care to economic development. They
well represent the urban, suburban and rural areas found within 8so0's
18-county footprint. We asked our readers to nominate women they felt
deserved the honor. From the names submitted, please meet the Pinnacle
Award winners for zors. @

BY LINDA KLEINDIENST
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Working three jobs to put herself
through college, Robble Ropello
hod no idea she would never
proctice nursing. But when she
went into surgery and sow a
hammer brought out to break o
bone, she possed out

"l expected o lechnological
o0l bul it wias an old-lashioned
micllet” she recalls. “Stll, the
education sened me well, | hove
great knowledge that Pve used In
emearngences.”

The lesson she learmned from
the experence ks one she urges
others o follow: Whon you
choose an occupation, choose
your passion and don't Look ol
[he miorsey.

"Thot was my mistake,” she
sous now, "My possion s people,
money and sales. | love soles”

Tedoy Ropella, 51, Is president
of The Ropello Group in Mitton,
which Is an executive search firm
that finds the perfect condidates
for jobs that are so spedalized,
only a handiul of people inthe
wiorld could do them well She
tokes core of marketing and
soles for the business she nuns
with her husbond

Describing herself as veny
competitive ("Put me In a sport
and | will win™), Ropella sald she
learned early on from her fother
that "Cont never did angthing.”

"He gowe me thic ability to
oltack miy problems and cormse
up with creative solulkons
by prowdcing cdd-foshioned
miotivation,” she souys, adding that
her dod wos never affald to take
a stand for something that wios
right, even if it wasn't popular.

“In my youth, | found this slightly
embamassing, but ik Iimpacted me
greatly. As | grow, | doveloped o
boldness o do the some”
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